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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 

The deadline for the September 2026 edition 
of the Newsletter will be 20th August 2026. 

  

Copy received after the deadline, unless urgent, 
will be held over to the following month. 

 

Please email your articles to 
lionbeverleyq3@gmail.com 

 
To ensure a quality print all photographs should be 
at least 1MB in size. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Image Consent and Release Form from 

Newcastle is now a smaller document and 

can be obtained at -

https://lionsclubs.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2021/08/PHOTO-

RELEASE-FORM-2021.pdf. 

I look forward to assisting the Clubs promote 

their many and varied activities via this 

Newsletter. Please do NOT format your articles 

as I use a template and I work to place your 

articles in the available space. Also, please DO 

NOT send them to me in PDF format or 

Publisher (I do not use that programme). 

Please use Word or jpg. 

A suggestion is that if you are placing an item 

on Facebook … copy it through to me for 

consideration for the Newsletter. Remember, 

we are a National publication … good news 

does travel. In the meantime, have a great 

month              Beverley Bates 
District Newsletter Editor 

 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this publication are not 
necessarily those of the District Governor, Cabinet Members or 
Editor. 

 

 

THE WORDS OF MELVIN JONES 

On Leadership… 

“It is not given to a great many men in the 

ordinary conduct of their lives to exercise 

leadership within a group, yet every member 

of a Lions Club has this opportunity. Group 

action, the ability to live with others, is the 

basis of our civilization. By giving the 

business and professional men of a 

community the chance to lead their fellows 

in activities that redound to the good of the 

entire community, Lionism is promoting the 

cause of human advancement. 

We Serve 

mailto:lionbeverleyq3@gmail.com
https://lionsclubs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/PHOTO-RELEASE-FORM-2021.pdf
https://lionsclubs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/PHOTO-RELEASE-FORM-2021.pdf
https://lionsclubs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/PHOTO-RELEASE-FORM-2021.pdf
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On the 1st of July we arrived in Hong Kong 

for more District Governor Elect training and 

the 108th Lions International Convention. 

We were joined by twenty-one Lions and 

partners fromQ3.  I think it is fair to say that 

a good time was had by all. Barbs and I were 

very grateful for the support and fellowship 

of our fellow Lions which made the event 

even more enjoyable. International 

Conventions are a wonderful opportunity to 

meet people from all over the world, learn 

about their Lions experiences and amazing 

service projects. Making new friends and 

renewing old acquaintances. 

This year as there was no Parade of Nations, 

instead a Tai Chi World Record attempt for 

the Guiness Book of Records. Lions and Leos 

from six continents came together as one to 

participate in the graceful, synchronised 

movements of Tai Chi. We now have a 

certificate to prove we are world record 

holders. I have to say some of us were far 

better at it than others, but it was fun. 

The convention finished with all the District 

Governors taking their Oath of Office. A 

moving ceremony made extra special to be 

surrounded by our group from MD 201 

District Governors plus all our Aussie 

contingent. At that moment I realized that’s 

it, the start of a new chapter in our lives. 

Our International President is continuing 

the weeks of Service, however he has 

different initiatives, the first of these is 

Vision (October 8-18 2026). 

 

 

Start planning an activity around these dates 

and be sure to report the activity in the Portal. 

New Vision Service Project ideas can help you 

get started. 

Last weekend we had our District changeover 

at the Dolphins Leagues Club hosted by our 

Club Redcliffe Central. Thanks to Lion Ted 

Heyes and his team for their work in 

organising the event and making sure it all 

went smoothly. Barbs and I thoroughly 

enjoyed the evening accompanied six of our 

family members and a very enthusiastic group 

of Lions that made the event such a 

memorable occasion. Immediate Past District 

Governor Narrelle presented her awards 

recognising achievements of some of our 

Lions. 

 

On Sunday we had our first Cabinet meeting 

and got down to work to organise ourselves for 

the upcoming Lions year. 

The District Governor Team visits will 

commence soon. 1st Vice District Governor 

Mark and 2nd Vice District Governor Peter and 

I are looking forward to meeting with you all to 

exchange new ideas. Please make every effort 

to accommodate the dates we request. 

 

Stuart 
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Saturday Night DG Banquet 
Theme “Captains Table” 
 

 

Saturday Night DG Banquet 

Theme “Captains Table” 

 

  

🌴 Cruise to Bribie 🌴 

Secure your spot today — register.        Book your accommodation now! 

Lions District 201Q3 Convention 

2 – 4 October 2026 

 
Register now! 

Go to 201 Q3 Website or use the link below 

https://tally.so/r/Bz0OP4 

Venue: Bribie Island State School 

Welcome aboard party – Meet & greet 

Inspiring guest speakers 

Themed “Captain’s Table” Dinner @ Bribie RSL 

Travel back in time – Shore excursion to The Abbey Museum 

Choose a hands-on service activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tally.so/r/Bz0OP4
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Lion Paul Paynter 

Lions Club of Charleville 

Called 

To 

Higher 

Service 

SO MANY RING PULLS 

Following months of collecting we finally 

despatched our collection of ring pulls to 

Simsmetal in Brisbane with the assistance 

of Past Council Chair (PCC) Rodd Chignell. 

It took some time to finally box up all the 

ring pulls we had collected at our Den, and 
elsewhere.  We were then astonished to 

count up eighteen Christmas Cake and 
other sturdy cartons to Brisbane. 

 
It gets hot out West and we have a constant 

supply of the ring pulls being dropped off at 

our Den, the local newsagency, members’ 
homes and often handed to us at the local 

RSL and wherever we happen to be. 
 

People like to think they are helping others 
by contributing this small item they would 

otherwise throw away, every day. 
 

It is well known now – mainly by word of 

mouth – where the ring pulls go and why we 
collect them and the support is 

unbelievable, from social drinkers to 
truckies. 

 
 

 

 

Past Lion … Des Turnbull 

Formerly Lions Club of Brisbane Nundah 

and Brisbane Oxley Sherwood 

 

Lion Marcia Sutton 

Lions Club of Cecil Plains 

 

Lion Mal Bazley 

Life Member Lions Club of Toowoomba West 

 

Lions Partner Kay Deckmann 
Wife of Life Member Lion Berry Dieckmann 

Lions Club of Millmerran 

Called 

To 

Higher 

Service 

So, how do we get them to Brisbane?  For some 

time, Zone Chair Aileen Knowles from Roma 
would collect our modest contributions on her 

way to Cabinet Meetings in Toowoomba and 

Brisbane and pass them on.  We greatly 
appreciated that, Aileen. 

 
However, once our donations increased, they 

wouldn’t fit into the back of her vehicle and we 
needed an alternative.  After a few phone calls 

to Toowoomba and Brisbane we spoke to PCC 
Rodd to see what we could organise. 

 

Fortuitously he said he would be attending the 
Club Officer’s Forum coming up in Dalby and 

so it was decided that Chinchilla Lion Doug 
McNally would fill the back of his Sandman ute 

– take them to Dalby, transfer them into PCC 
Rodd’s vehicle and off to Brisbane they went. 

 

 
 
A very happy result for us – we now have floor 

space with more bags, jars and boxes arriving 
already.  And so, the cycle to recycle begins 

again! 
 
Lion Doreen Marsden 
Lions Club of Chinchilla 
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One of the greatest privileges of being 

Cabinet Secretary is seeing just how much 

happens across our District behind the 

scenes. Every day I receive emails, reports 

and updates that remind me how many 

people quietly give their time to ensure our 

Clubs continue to thrive. It has certainly 

been a busy first month, but it has also been 

incredibly rewarding. 

I hope everyone is beginning to settle into 

their new roles and finding their rhythm. 

Whether you're an experienced officer or 

taking on a position for the first time, 

remember that every challenge is another 

opportunity to learn and grow. 

July began with our District Changeover, 

where we celebrated the achievements of 

Immediate Past District Governor Narelle 

Gluer and welcomed District Governor (DG) 

Stuart Matthews and the new Cabinet. The 

evening was a wonderful celebration of 

another successful Lions year and a fitting 

opportunity to recognise the many members 

whose dedication and service continue to 

strengthen our District. Congratulations to 

all who were recognised. 

A huge thank you also goes to the Lions Club 

of Redcliffe Central for hosting our first 

Cabinet Meeting of the year. It was great to 

see the enthusiasm from our Cabinet 

Officers as they shared their plans and goals 

for the months ahead. I'm excited to see 

what we can achieve together as a District 

this year as we embrace DG Stuart's theme, 

"Growing Our Service, Shaping Our Future". 

By now the District Governor Team will be 

well underway with Club visits. I know how 

much work goes into coordinating these  

 

visits, so thank you to Clubs for being flexible 

wherever possible. These evenings are a 

wonderful opportunity to showcase your 

Club, celebrate your members and share the 

projects that make your Club unique. Don't 

forget to consider members who may be 

worthy recipients of the District Governor 

Distinguished Service Award or Excellence in 

Service Award during these visits. 

District Convention preparations are also 

gathering momentum. Over the coming 

weeks I will be emailing Clubs with their 

estimated delegate and alternate 

entitlements along with the Delegate Return 

Form and Memorial Return information. 

While these estimates are generally accurate, 

please remember that your final delegate 

numbers are determined by your 

membership on the 1st of September when I 

will send you your finalised quotas. 

Our District Convention is always one of the 

highlights of the Lions calendar. It's much 

more than our Annual General Meeting—it's 

an opportunity to reconnect with old friends, 

make new ones, learn about the incredible 

work happening across our District and, of 

course, enjoy plenty of fellowship and fun. I 

encourage every Lion, especially those 

attending for the first time, to come along 

and experience what makes our Convention 

so special. I'm certainly looking forward to 

the Captain’s Table dinner on Saturday 

evening. 

As always, thank you to our Club Secretaries 

and officers for everything you do behind the 

scenes. Much of your work often goes 

unnoticed, yet it keeps our Clubs and 

District operating smoothly. Your 

commitment is genuinely appreciated. I look 

forward to catching up with many of you over 

the coming months. 

And finally, a reminder that I'm always here 

to help. If you need any assistance, have a 

question, or simply aren't sure where to 

start, please don't hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Danielle 

 

 

 

 

SECRETARY
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The busy first half of 2026 has continued into the second half of the year, with Lions 

Assistance Dogs planning to attend multiple District Conventions across Australia. 

As District Convention season approaches, our team is looking forward to attending 

several conventions where we can share the impact of our programs, reconnect with 

familiar faces and introduce Lions Assistance Dogs to members who may be learning about 

our organisation for the first time. This year, we will be attending the Q1 Convention (6–

8 November) at the Logan Entertainment Centre, the C2 Convention (23–25 October) at 

The Civic & Arts Theatre, the V5 Convention (16–18 October) at the Dorset Gardens Hotel, 

and the V2 Convention (6–8 November) at Norlane ARC. 

In addition to attending these events, we will be working with Lions Assistance Dogs 

District Chairpersons to coordinate speaking opportunities throughout the conventions. 

We are also exploring online information sessions with our team, providing another 

opportunity for Lions members to learn more about our organisation, our programs and 

the life-changing difference Assistance Dogs make every day. 

Following our rebrand to Lions Assistance Dogs mid last year, we still have a limited range 

of merchandise featuring our previous logo and branding available at heavily discounted 

prices. If you've been thinking about picking up a keepsake, now is the perfect opportunity 

before these items are gone. Visit our online shop to browse the remaining range: 

https://lionsassistancedogs.com.au/shop/ 

As always, thank you for your ongoing support of Lions Assistance Dogs. If you have any 

questions about our organisation or would like to learn more about our involvement at 

your District Convention, please visit our website or contact our Development Team at 

development@lionsassistancedogs.com.au 

 

Belinda Henschke 

Operations Director | Lions Assistance Dogs 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lionsassistancedogs.com.au/shop/
mailto:development@lionsassistancedogs.com.au
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CAKE & MINT PORTFOLIO 

August 2026 

Cakes:  
 

I have had some feedback with Clubs questioning 

the price increase. As I have mentioned before it 

has been three (3) years since we have had a price 

rise and we would be the only food seller that has 

not had two or three hikes within that period. 

 

The main concern seems to be the 80gm Minis 

and again as I mentioned in an earlier article $3 

is still cheaper than like products out in the 

marketplace. 

 

The increase of $1.00 for the Minis still allows 

Clubs to give discounts to regular customers if 

they so wish. The details of the Minis is below  

 

 Buy Price to Club  $60.90 

 No. Minis in Ctn.  45 

 Buy Price Single Mini $1.35 

 RRP per Single Mini  $3.00 

 Profit to Club   $1.65 

 

If you Club wishes to sell them for, say $2.50 

then that is your decision. The $3 is a 

recommended retail price only. Selling for $2.50 

still gives the Club a good profit.  

 

Keep in mind though that if you let folks know 

that they have gone up .50¢ this year and then 

ingredients continue to rise significantly that you 

then must tell your customers that they are going 

up again by another .50¢ next year may not be 

good business. It would be better in the long run 

to say that they have gone up $1 this year and 

that we plan on holding that price for three years 

may be the better plan of attack. 

 

You can still offer the cheaper price by letting 

your customers know that you are offering them 

a small discount. You can opt to do this with any 

substantial order on any or all our products. 

 

I have left the new prices below FYI. 

 

 1.5kg Cake   $21.00 

 1.0kg Cake   $17.00 

 900gm Pudding  $17.00 

 400gm Pudding  $11.00 

 400gm Gluten Free Cake $13.00 

 80gm Mini Cakes   $ 3.00 

One last comment before getting on to Mints, I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

again, throw out a challenge to all Clubs to order 

that extra couple of cartons this year, by doing 

this we all benefit, more profit to the Club, a 

bigger rebate to the District and we might just get 

to knock Western Australia off the top spot. 

 

Do not forget that I am happy to attend your 

meeting to discuss my portfolio with you, happy 

to do so. 

 

Mints: 

 

Ah! Dollar Sweets always paved with good 

intention but somehow always seems to fall short. 

After everything that was discussed at our 

training seminar, I have just been informed that 

we are –  

 

 Fizzies and Peppermint are currently out 

of stock until at least mid August. 

 

 Their tablet machine is out of action again, 

they are waiting for a part to come from 

overseas and apparently this is due 

sometime in August as well. 

 

 Once the machine is ready to go the 

backordered stock can be produced, 

hopefully and then they ask to allow two 

weeks for the deliveries. 

 

I will keep you posted if and when I hear anything, 

however, that is the problem we did not hear this 

from Dollar Sweets, we got this update from one 

of our Clubs and it was then confirmed when we 

contacted Dollar Sweets. So, it seems they are 

back to their old habit of not letting us know so 

we can pass on to Clubs. 

 

Having said all that, this portfolio is still the best 

and easiest way for Clubs to make profits to allow 

you to best serve your communities. It may even 

give you the opportunity to take on another 

Service Project. 

 

Until next time, take care. 

 

 

 
 

 

Kaye Smith   D                                  

District Q3 
Cake and Mint Chairman 
0477 212 242 

dkayesmith52@outlook.com 
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DISTRICT 201Q3  •  LIONS & LEOS  •  WE SERVE  

 

Global Membership Approach 

Membership growth is service growth. 

The Global Membership Approach helps Lions and Leos strengthen Clubs, welcome new people, refresh 

Club culture and create visible service that communities want to join. 

Our District goal is (Net + 1) members for each Club.              

   

“Growing our Service – Shaping Our Future.” 

  Put the approach into action… 

1.  ✓    Opt In:  Review your Club’s successes and areas for development. 

2.      Build a team: Unite Lions, Leos, new members, experienced leaders and community 

partners. 

3.        Build a vision: Ask what your community needs now — and what kind of Club people 

would be excited to join and continue to engage with. 

4.         Build a plan: Choose two or three visible actions: a bring-a-friend service project, 

Leo–Lion mentoring activity, community open day or local business partnership. 

5.         Build success: Track invitations, guest follow-up, new members, satisfaction and 

service outcomes. Celebrate progress! 

  Promote membership through service! 

¶ Lead with impact: Show the difference one extra volunteer can make. 

¶ Make the invitation visible: Add “Serve with us” to every flyer, post, newsletter and 

presentation. 

¶ Use Leo energy: Ask Leos to shape digital promotion, youth-friendly service and fresh 

ideas. 

¶ Offer easy entry: Run 60–90-minute micro-service activities for prospective members. 

¶ Follow up fast: Contact guests within 48 hours with thanks, impact achieved and the next 

invitation. 

🎉 Call to action! 🎉 

Together, let’s grow service, membership and community impact. 

Alan Brooks – District GMA Lead 
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Every so often in Lions we come across circumstances which intrigue us. If you visit 

Jandowae (approx. 250 km west of Brisbane) and chat to members of the local Lions Club, 

the largest number you are likely to come across is 5,600 – not a number of members or 

of dollars raised, but the kilometre length of the dingo fence! [Jandowae being the start 

point of the “Wild Dog Barrier Fence” started in the 1880s which finishes at the Great 

Australian Bight in South Australia]. 

 

Move on 140 years to the present, and Jandowae is still a rural community, with about 

1000 people in the town and locality.  Its Lions Club was chartered in 1978 and still goes 

on, raising thousands of dollars a year – which is a remarkable effort given that the Club 

has THREE members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They run a hot chips stall at the local Show, a chips and doughnuts stall at the biennial 

Timbertown Show, are active on Anzac Day and on Meals on Wheels, run regular markets 

at the Lions Park and are active on many local committees.  As a Club they donate food 

to the needy, assist with functions and make donations to Life Flight and local institutions 

and charities, as well as to Lions Foundations. They do Lions Christmas Cakes and Santa 

Letters and maintain their Clubhouse and the Lions Park. 

 

 

The Secretary and Treasurer of 

Jandowae Lions stand on the old 

railway platform – the building now 

serving as the Lions Clubhouse at 

the Lions Park. 
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The obvious question is: How Do They Do It? Basically, through friends – and they have a 

number of them.  Local donors and other Zone Clubs help when needed, while within 

the community there are folk who will assist in activities – they don’t want to join the 

Club, but are always willing to help when they can. Call them “Volunteers” or “Friends 

of Lions” – it doesn’t really matter: such folk are a resource for the Jandowae Lions 

Club, just as their Lions are a resource for Jandowae. 

 

 

Another activity – for their spare time?!  

 

LIONS ASSISTANCE DOGS CO-ORDINATOR 

 Firstly, I would like to thank District 

Governor Stuart for giving me the 
opportunity along with my Lions 

Assistance Dog (LAD) Clyde to be your 
Lions Assistance Dog Coordinator. 
 

This is something I am very passionate 
about, back in 2015 when Ipswich Lions 

had Cubs their first project was working 
with Lions Hearing Dogs.  

 
This is something that I have continued 
with as I can see the great work that 

these dogs do and how they can change 
people’s lives for the better. 

 
Soon I will be writing to all Clubs to see 

if (LAD) Clyde and myself are able to visit 
and do a presentation on Lions 
Assistance Dogs. 

  
We would like to see as many clubs 

involved this year with Lap the Map in 
November and National Hearing Dog 

Day in April 2027.  
 
You will hear more on this in later 

editions. 

 

We look forward to working with 

throughout this coming year. 
 

 

 

 

Lion Paul Whear 
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Redcliffe Central Lions Club 

Food donation to the 

Breakfast Club. 

 

From Left – President Ian Langford, Lion David 
Marsden and Lions Linda and Kim Schier 
with the first part of our donation to the 

breakfast club at Redcliffe on Tuesday 14th July. 
 

 

 
BACKYARD BONANZA 

 

Lions Club of Bracken Ridge Central 

Free Community Event 

 

McPherson Park 

146 Denham Street 

Bracken Ridge 

9.00am – 1.00pm 

23rd August 2026 

 

·  SpongeBob and friends - 3 shows 

·  Stilt Walker 

·  Roving entertainer 

·  Free rides - cannibal cups, big slide and   

    rock wall 

·  Train Rides – tickets $2.00 each. 

    Book $15.00 for 10 tickets. 

·  100 stalls - market, community and food 

    trucks 

·  Show bags 

·  Free face painter 

·  Local schools showcasing - bands, choirs 

·  Brisbane School of Iberian    

    Swordsmanship 

·  Belly Dancing 

·  Guide Dogs. 

    And much more 

Parking on the surrounding street. Do not 

park over driveways or no standing zones. 

 

Lion Edwina Brown   
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LEO NEWS IN DISTRICT 201Q3 

 

Presentation of Leo Club Banners 

The past two weeks (at the time of writing) have been very exciting with the presentation of 

poly-felt banners to our two newest Leo Clubs. On Saturday 4th of July, I had the pleasure of 

presenting a very excited Golden Valley Leo Club with their banner and then on Sunday 19th. 

I attended the inauguration ceremony for the Highfields State Secondary College Leo Club 

which was held at the Highfields Lion’s Den. I had the pleasure of presenting the poly-felt 

banner, while 2025-2026 Lions Club President Geoff Jarvis presented the Leo Club with their 

Certificate of Organisation and name badges for the Charter members. Leo Club Advisor 

Melinda Graham presented each of the Leos with their Leo pins. After photos, the ceremony 

was followed by a well-earned sausage sizzle, sausage rolls and party pies, and other food 

items. 

Leo of the Year District Final 

We will be holding our Leo of the Year District Final in conjunction with our 201Q3 District 

Convention at Bribie Island in October. I am hoping that we will have several entrants which 

should provide a highlight of the Convention just as the National final did at the Multiple 

District Convention in Adelaide in May. Please encourage any Leos that you have contact with 

to consider applying to participate. I will be sending application forms and more information 

to all Leo Clubs soon. 

Personal Insurance Cover for Leo Club Members 

We have recently been advised by the Lions National Insurance Committee that there is 

currently no Personal Accident Insurance cover available for Leos (and other volunteers) who 

are under the age of 15 years. Public Liability Insurance will still apply for all Leos involved in 

properly authorised activities and projects. While school student insurance will still probably 

apply to under 15 student members of our school-based Leo Clubs, this will only apply while 

on school premises. 

Sponsoring Lions Clubs and Their Leo Clubs 

Leo Clubs are officially a service project of their sponsoring Lions Club and all costs associated 

with running the Leo Club can be paid from the Lions Club’s Community Service or Activities 

account. As with Lions Clubs, all funds raised from the community by the Leo Club should 

be given back to the community. The Leo Club Advisor, who is a member of the sponsoring 

Lions Club, should attend all Leo Club meetings and activities. If the Leo Club Advisor is 

unable to attend, another member (or members) of the Lions Club should attend in their place. 

 

Lion John Creagh 

District LEO Chair 2026-2027 
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From the Desk of the District Administrator 

Every Club President, Treasurer, Secretary and Service Chair should be registered 
and have access to the Lions Portal. 

I am here to assist if you are experiencing any difficulties in either accessing or using 
the portal. 

Exciting news is that there are now updated training videos, and I hope that the PDF 
quick guides will be updated in the next few months. 
Below is a screenshot from a Facebook post on the Lions Portal Forum from Elizabeth 

Huskey. 

 

 

Barbara  
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OUR NEWEST LIONS FAMILY 

MEMBERS 

A big welcome to the following new Lions 

who recently joined us. We all hope you 

enjoy your Lions experience. 

Brisbane Ridge Central  Daniel Taylor 

Caloundra   Michael Hatcher 

Charleville Janis L’Estrange 

      Margaret Sheppard 

Cam Wilson 

 

Chinchilla   Ian Southey 

 

Golden Valley Keperra      Marian Ferguson 

      Chandini Nugapitiya 

                      Francis O’Reilly 

                            (Transferred from Kyogle) 

 

Inala          Christopher Crassweller 

                                               Narelle Ngo 

   

Mooloolah Valley      Alison Clark 

         Barry Clark 

 

North Lakes       Tony Elford

  

 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP AND ACTIVITY 

REPORT 

Taken from the Lion Portal 28th June 2026 at 

3.30pm. 

Our total membership number this month is one 

thousand three hundred and ninety-two, with 

thirteen new members, two transferred and two 

reinstated, four members dropped (one deceased) 

which gives us a gain of thirteen members this 

month. 

Our retention rate for retaining members for 

12 months is currently 78.9% for new 

members and 87.3% overall. 

Service Activities This Year … These 

numbers will improve as this is the first month 

of the Lions year and service activities are 

usually recorded the following month. 

· Lions Clubs reporting service – 31%  

   LEO Clubs reporting service – 0%  

   Total for District 31% 

 

· People Served – 9,648 (7 People per  
   Member) 

 
· Activities Completed – 81 

 
· Childhood Cancer – 3 

 
· Diabetes – 1 
 
· Disaster Relief - 0 
 
· Environment - 2 
 
· Hunger – 2 
 
· Humanitarian – 37 
 
· Vision - 1 
 
· Youth – 6 
 
· Administration – 29 
 
· Volunteer Hours – 2,733 
 

· LCIF Donations – 1,034 US Dollars 

· Funds Raised – 22,615US Dollars 

· Funds Donated – 2,167,412 US Dollars 

Barbara 
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CHARLEVILLE LIONS CLUB OPENS THE DOOR 

TO COMMUNITY TOY LIBRARY 

The Charleville Lions Club is proud to be hosting the new Charleville Community Toy Library, 

with the official opening taking place on Saturday 25 July 2026 at the Lion’s Den, 47 Hilda 

Street. 

The toy library has grown from the success of the mobile toy library operated by Kath Dickson 
Family Centre throughout South West Queensland. By providing affordable access to quality 

educational toys, games and learning resources, the toy library will help local families save 

money, reduce waste and create opportunities for children to learn through play. 

Charleville Lions Club Secretary Olivia Taylor, who helped champion the project from its early 

stages, said the toy library is a valuable addition to the community. 

"As a remote community, having a permanent toy library means local families can borrow toys 
throughout the year rather than waiting for the Toy Bus to visit every few months," Ms Taylor 

said. 

"It’s about much more than toys. It’s about creating a welcoming space where families can 

connect with one another while also reducing waste and giving children access to new learning 
experiences." 

The Charleville Lions Club has proudly provided its Lion’s Den as the home of the toy library, 
with Club members and local volunteers working together to help bring the initiative to life. 

The library is expected to operate twice each month, giving families regular opportunities to 

borrow and exchange toys. 

The project has also received generous support from fellow Lions, with the Crows Nest Lions 

Club donating $1,000 towards the purchase of new toys for local families. 

Ms Taylor said the toy library also provides an opportunity to introduce younger families to 

Lions and the work the Club does within the community. 

"We hope families who visit the toy library will see firsthand the positive role Lions play in 
supporting our community. It’s a wonderful way to connect with younger people and hopefully 
encourage the next generation of volunteers and members." 

Toy Library Coordinator Trish Mullins said the strong response to the mobile toy bus 

demonstrated there was a clear need for a permanent service in Charleville. 

"The mobile toy bus helped identify the local champions, volunteers and families who wanted 
to see a permanent toy library established in Charleville," Ms Mullins said. 

Local volunteer Emma Wex said the toy library would make a real difference for families. 

"The biggest benefit is being able to access new play experiences without the expense or waste 
of constantly buying new toys," she said. 

The Charleville Lions Club looks forward to welcoming local families and celebrating another 

project that demonstrates Lions' ongoing commitment to serving the community. 

Lion Olivia Taylor 
Secretary 
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Ipswich Lions Club Recognised with 2026 Lions 

International Marketing Award 

The Ipswich Lions Club is proud to have been recognised as the recipient of the 2026 

Lions International Marketing Award for Constitutional Area 7, representing Lions clubs 

across Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia and the island nations of 

the South Pacific. 

The award recognises clubs that demonstrate excellence in promoting Lions, engaging 

with their local communities and sharing the impact of their service. 

Like many community organisations, the club recognised the importance of remaining 

visible and relevant in an increasingly digital world, both to connect with the community 

and to attract future members. Over the past 12 months, the Ipswich Lions Club has 

therefore undertaken a significant refresh of its marketing and communications, with 

the goal of better showcasing the breadth of work undertaken by Lions and the difference 

volunteers make in the Ipswich community. 

This has included: 

¶ Launching a brand-new club website. 

¶ Refreshing the club's branding and promotional materials. 

¶ Developing a new club brochure. 

¶ Maintaining an active social media presence, with new content shared several 

times each week. 

¶ Showcasing the club's projects, members and community impact through regular 

storytelling. 

Rather than focusing solely on fundraising events, the club has worked to tell the 

broader story of Lions; celebrating its volunteers, highlighting community partnerships 

and sharing the many ways Lions serves the Ipswich community. 

While receiving international recognition is a wonderful honour, the greatest reward has 

been seeing more people engage with the club, learn about the work of Lions and start 

conversations about how they can become involved. 

Tips for Clubs Looking to Strengthen Their Marketing 

The Ipswich Lions Club has found that a few simple approaches can make a significant 

difference: 

¶ People connect with people. Share the stories of your members, volunteers and 

the people whose lives are touched by your projects. 

¶ Consistency is key. A couple of genuine posts each week will have a far greater 

impact than occasional bursts of activity. 

¶ Let your club's personality shine through. Celebrate milestones, recognise 

volunteers and don't be afraid to have a little fun. 

¶ Use the tools available to you. Canva makes it easy to create professional-

looking graphics, and Lions clubs can access Canva Pro free of charge through 

Lions International. 

¶ Tell the story behind the project. The reason a project matters is often just as 

powerful as the outcome itself. 
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For the Ipswich Lions Club, marketing has never been about publicity for its own sake. 

It has been about building connections, celebrating volunteers and ensuring that more 

people in the community know who Lions are, what Lions do and how they can become 

part of it. 

 

Lion Michael Isager 

Secretary 

 

ST. JOHNS ANGLICAL COLLEGE LEOS 

On Saturday 18th St Johns Anglican College held their college fete. The event is held 

every two years. While the winters day was cold and windy, Leo’s sold yummy jam 

doughnuts with funds raised purchasing a Lions Toy box for less fortunate families. 

St John’s Anglican College purchased three toy boxes last year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion April Lindel 

Leo Adviser 
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Measuring Your Service 

Usually, reporting our club’s service is quite 

straight forward. If a local school has 2 

children who can’t afford to go to camp and 

your club pays their fees, the number of 

people served is obviously two. If your club 

has organised a diabetes awareness event 

and 50 people attend, the number of people 

served would be 50. In these cases the 

number of people served can be counted 

precisely, but sometimes it must be 

estimated. 

How many people are served when you clean 

up a roadside? LCI suggests that we estimate 

the number of cars that would use the road 

on the day of the clean-up - that will be the 

number of people served. The same principle 

applies if you mow the grass in a local park 

or clean up a creek bank – based on 

observation, estimate the number of people 

who will use the park or walk along the creek 

bank on that day.  

Tree planting and Care. The Lions 

International standard is to report 4 people 

served for each tree planted or cared for. This 

standard is based on a report from the United 

Nations Environmental Programme. 

In-Kind Donations. 

Your club may receive building supplies free 

of charge from a local hardware store for use 

in a project, or perhaps a local builder or 

other professional gives his time free of 

charge to provide advice.  

In-kind donations are not reported as funds 

raised or funds donated. Instead, they should 

be noted in the description of the activity.  

Promoting your club. 

The direct beneficiaries of club marketing 

activities are club members. 

The number of members in your club may be 

entered as the number of people served. 

We built a drinking fountain in a park and 

are responsible for its maintenance. This 

is another case of estimation. If, for example, 

you provide maintenance to the fountain 

twice a year, report it every 6 months. The 

number of people served would be the 

estimated number of people who use the 

fountain over a 6 month period.  

Service Caps. Lions International limits 

reports of individual club service activities to 

¶ 3000 people served 

¶ 1200 volunteer hours 

Note, most of the material on this page comes 

from the Lions Member Resource Centre: 

lionsclubs.org 

    A New Wellness Project 

Thank you to David from the Lions Club 

of Teneriffe, who emailed to recommend 

having mental health advocacy group, 

Blue Phoenix, speak at a dinner meeting. 

Blue Phoenix recently provided speakers 

for their club, and club members found 

them enthralling. Blue Phoenix is a 

charity whose members seek to demystify 

mental health through speaking 

engagements. If your club is in the 

greater Brisbane area, why not contact 

them? Perhaps you could organise a 

community event to which the public are 

invited. 

 

 
Marcia Jensen – Blackall Range 

District Service Coordinator 

0458 622 337: marciaj01@hotmail.com 
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A new wellbeing series — developed specifically   

for Lions  members and Clubs across Australia. 

At the 2026 Adelaide MD Convention, the 

Australian Lions Wellbeing Foundation 

officially launched “Thriving Members, Thriving 

Clubs”.  

This free series of eight wellbeing factsheets was 

developed specifically for Lions members and 

Lions Clubs. It is the latest initiative of the 

Australian Lions Wellbeing Foundation. 

"When individual members thrive, Clubs thrive. 

These resources are for every Lion who gives so 

much to their community and deserves the same 

care in return." 
 

Developed in partnership with Andrew Fuller , 

Clinical Psychologist, Family Therapist and 

Author, each factsheet is written in plain language 

and is designed to be immediately useful. 

How to Access the Series 

All eight factsheets are free to download from our 

website.  

We are also releasing one factsheet per week via 

our social media channels, so there will be a steady 

flow of content to share with your members 

throughout the series. Check it out now! 😊 

Why This Matters for Your Club  

Lions International's own Membership Satisfaction 

research identifies three primary reasons members 

leave their clubs… 

Ý conflict 

Ý not feeling they are making a difference 

Ý not having a sense of belonging. 

This series addresses all three directly. Together, 

we can make a positive difference! 

 

 

Clubs that prioritise member wellbeing don't just 

retain members; they become the kind of Clubs 

people are proud to belong to. 

The Eight Factsheets 

The series covers the key topics that most 

influence how members feel — and how Clubs 

function: 

¶      Social Connection: Why belonging 

matters 

¶      Tricky Conversations: Navigating 

conflict in Clubs 

¶      Sleep: Rest and recovery 

¶      Anxiety:  Understanding and managing 

worry 

¶              Identity in Late Life:  Who we are 

becoming 

¶       Motivation:  Reigniting drive and purpose 

¶        Nutrition:  Eating well in later life 

¶         Movement: The medicine of movement 

Each factsheet includes a dedicated section 

for practical guidance on how your Club can 

actively support members' wellbeing across each 

of these areas. 

What each factsheet includes 

V Plain language explanation of the topic and 

why it matters 

V Practical tips for individual members to use 

straight away 

V Specific guidance for Clubs and Club leaders 

V A reflection section to encourage personal 

thought and conversation. 
 

VIEW THE SERIES   

alwf.org.au/tmtc — free for all Lions members 

You can share one factsheet regularly through your 

Club meetings, newsletters or social media channels. 

Alan Brooks - District Wellbeing Chair 

E: brooks.family004@gmail.com 

 

https://alwf.org.au/tmtc
mailto:brooks.family004@gmail.com
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WOODFORD LIONS CLUB 

HOST THE MACK MUSTER 

 

The Club is organizing and will be hosting 

Queensland Mack Muster on 12th 

September 2026 at Archer Falls Airfield, 

Mount Archer Queensland - 1253 Neurum 

Road, Mount Archer.  

 

Starting from 10am Public Entry by gold coin 

donation at the gate. Truck show with over 

one hundred and fifty models of Mack 

Trucks and other brands. Product and Trade 

displays, Food trucks, Licensed bar, live 

entertainment and activities.  

 

Fundraiser goes to Jackson Hepner 

Foundation and Get Yourself Checked - 

Prostate Cancer.  

 

Truck convoy on 12th September from 

8.30am from Caboolture Showgrounds to 

Archers Falls Airfield.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the night before 11th September 2026 at 

the Woodford Memorial Hall, the Club is 

hosting a Gala Dinner. A fully catered event 

with auctions and entertainment.  

 

This event is going to be massive and 

Woodford Lions would love other Lions Clubs 

to come along or be involved.  

 

For more info 

visit www.queenslandmackmuster.com.au 

 

Lion Wanita Stanley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIONS CLUB OF ASHGROVE 

THE GAP NEWS 

 

Lion Allan Turner being presented with Life 

Membership by Immediate Past District Governor 

Narelle Gluer 

Allan joined Lions in the early 2000’s in 

Essendon in Melbourne and was President 

in 2004. 

Marketing being Allen’s forte he turned the 

Essendon Club into a leading seller of 

Christmas Cakes in Victoria. 

By 2008 Allan was in Brisbane and a 

member of our Club.  Allan has held most 

Board positions, importantly Secretary a few 

times and President twice.  

At District level, Allan has been Zone 

Chairman, Public Relations Chair and 

Guiding Lion for another Lions Club. 

Allan joined the Board of the Medical 

Research Foundation in 2014 and became 

Chairman in 2016, a position he held for 

three years. 

As a passionate supporter of Cancer 

Research he initiated or supported fund 

raising projects such as “Walk for a Cure” 

and “Christmas in July” dinners. 

A worthy recipient. 

Lion Susie Green 

 

http://www.queenslandmackmuster.com.au/
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I travelled to Roma and Charleville from 11-17 May 2026 for a Lions Eye Health Program 

Project. 

Over two days, Charleville State High School partnered with the Lions Eye Health 

Program to screen the students’ vision. Staff members Olivia Taylor, Lisa Hansen, and 

Elias Altay, along with students Taya and Sienna, were trained to conduct the screenings 

and put their skills into practice.  

A total of seventy-four students were screened, with over twenty identified as having 

some degree of vision impairment. Results will be emailed to parents and carers in the 

coming weeks. 

There is no resident optometrist in Charleville. The closest is at Roma, two and a half 

hours drive. 

Over the weekend I helped Charleville Lions at their food stall at the Agricultural Show.  

This Club raised over $3,500. I really enjoyed myself with service and fellowship. 

I'd encourage Lions to consider visiting our western Clubs like Chinchilla, Roma and 

Charleville for events like Agricultural Shows or Festivals. 

Whilst in Charleville chatting with the local pharmacist and Murweh Shire Council Chief 

Executive Officer Bruce Scott I learned that the 2025 flood as well as the fuel crisis had 

impacted the economy, especially tourism. Outback towns desperately need more 

tourism. 

If you're interest in our Children's Vision Screening Program here is the link:     

https://lehp.org.au/childrens-vision-screening-program 

or phone me  0406 355 323      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLOBAL CAUSE …  

LIONS OUTBACK VISION 

 

 

Staff Members Elias, Olivia and Lisa 

 

 

 Lion Peter Wilkes 

https://lehp.org.au/childrens-vision-screening-program
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What we eat, and how that food is produced, affects our health but also the environment. 

Food needs to be grown and processed, transported, distributed, prepared, consumed, and 

sometimes disposed of.  

Each of these steps creates greenhouse gases that trap the sun’s heat and contribute to climate 

change. About a third of all human-caused greenhouse gas emissions is linked to food. 

  

The largest chunk of food-related greenhouse gases comes from agriculture and land use. 

This includes, for instance: 

 

· methane from cattle’s digestive process, 

· nitrous oxide from fertilisers used for crop production, 

· carbon dioxide from cutting down forests for the expansion of farmland, 

· other agricultural emissions from manure management, rice cultivation, burning of crop 

   residues, and the use of fuel on farms. 

 

 A much smaller share of the greenhouse gas emissions of food is caused by: 

·  refrigeration and transport of food, 

· industrial processes such as the production of paper and aluminium for packaging, 

· the management of food waste. 

 

Which foods cause the most greenhouse gas emissions? 

 

The climate impact of food is measured in terms of greenhouse gas emissions intensity. The 

emissions intensity is expressed in kilograms of “carbon dioxide equivalents” – which includes 

not only CO2 but all greenhouse gases – per kilogram of food, per gram of protein or per calorie. 
 

Animal-based foods , especially red meat, dairy, and farmed shrimp, are generally associated 

with the highest greenhouse gas emissions.  

 
This is because:  

¶ Meat production often requires extensive grasslands, which is often created by cutting down   

trees, releasing carbon dioxide stored in forests. 

¶ Cows and sheep emit methane as they digest grass and plants. 

¶ The cattle’s waste on pastures and chemical fertilisers used on crops for cattle feed emit 

nitrous oxide, another powerful greenhouse gas. 

¶ Shrimp farms often occupy coastal lands formerly covered in mangrove forests which absorb 
huge amounts of carbon. The large carbon footprint of shrimp or prawns is mainly due to the 

stored carbon that is released into the atmosphere when mangroves are cut down to create 
shrimp farms. 

¶ Plant-based foods  – such as fruits and vegetables, whole grains, beans, peas, nuts, and lentils 

– generally use less energy, land, and water, and have lower greenhouse gas intensities than 

animal-based foods. 
Garry J Bates JP (Qual) 

Environment Chair 2026-2027 

 

 

 

GLOBAL CAUSE … ENVIRONMENT 

WHAT WE EAT CAN CAUSE ENVIRONMENTAL 

ISSUES 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ipcc.ch/srccl/chapter/chapter-5/5-4-impacts-of-food-systems-on-climate-change/5-4-6-greenhouse-gas-emissions-associated-with-different-diets/
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/a06a30d3-6e9d-4e9c-b4b7-29a6cc307208/content
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/inside-look-beauty-and-benefits-mangroves
https://ourworld.unu.edu/en/new-research-says-plant-based-diet-best-for-planet-and-people

