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AROUND THE WORLD WITH LIONS

For the past five years Lion Lyn Pysden has
sourced articles for “Around the World with
Lions”.

These articles, each month, have been both
interesting and educational in that they have
covered the four corners of the world.

Thank you, Lion Lyn, for the extensive work you
have undertaken to provide these articles for the
District Newsletter. I will miss them arriving in
my “In Box” every month. Please enjoy your well-
earned break.

Beverley Bates

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The deadline for the March 2026 edition
of the Newsletter will be 20t February
2026.

Copy received after the deadline, unless
urgent,
will be held over to the following month.

Please email your articles to
lionbeverleyg3@gmail.com

To ensure a quality print all photographs should
be at least 1MB in size.

““Nothing is impossible.
The word itself says,
‘I'm possible? "~
Audrey Hepburn

The Image Consent and Release Form from
Newcastle is now a smaller document and
can be obtained at -

https:/ /lionsclubs.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08 /PHOTO-
RELEASE-FORM-2021.pdf.

I look forward to assisting the Clubs promote
their many and varied activities via this
Newsletter. Please do NOT format your
articles as I use a template and I work to
place your articles in the available space.
Also, please DO NOT send them to me in
PDF format or Publisher (I do not use that
programme). Please use Word or jpg.

A suggestion is that if you are placing an
item on Facebook ... copy it through to me
for consideration for the Newsletter.
Remember, we are a National publication ...
good news does travel. In the meantime,

have a great month.
Beverley Bates
District Newsletter Editor

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this publication are not
necessarily those of the District Governor, Cabinet Members or
Editor.
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I hope you had a very Happy Australia Day.
Many Clubs were busy hosting citizenship
ceremonies and cooking barbecues as part of
their Australia celebrations. Congratulations to
those Lions who received Australia Day Awards
for their outstanding work in the community
and thank you all for your continued support for
Lions.

Clubs are having their first meetings for the year
after the Christmas break. I hope you have
reflected on the questions in my January article
and are taking some new
ideas/challenges/projects to your meetings that
can be incorporated into your planning.

Along with DGE Stuart and 1VDGE Mark, our
Club visits have started back up and as always,
they have been a pleasure to attend. It is
wonderful to see how Clubs are working on
bringing together their activities for the next six
months.

Hunger week is continuing through until the
middle of February, so it is not too late to get
involved. As a reminder, all three service
projects must be completed to qualify for the
Club Excellence Award. The next service project
is Environment week in April. Get your Club
onto it now so you will be ready. If you need
suggestions or information, please contact our
Environment Chair, Lion Garry Bates.

Before that, March is our Lions on Safari month.
This is the time to make your community aware
of how your Club supports and serves in the
community. It is an opportunity to promote
Lions and the wonderful projects you undertake.
If you are looking for PR material, email Jemma
Pascolini at pr@lions.org.au with your Club
name, District and shipping address to request
a pack.

Many Clubs have also been preparing for our
wonderful Lions Youth of the Year program.

If your Club is not involved, I encourage you to
attend one of the many finals. The students are
nothing short of remarkable presenting
themselves with confidence and impressive
public speaking skills.

Club finals will be completed through February
with region finals in March culminating with our
District final which will be held in Pittsworth on
Saturday, 18 April 2026. This event is one of the
highlights of the year so please start planning on
being in Pittsworth that weekend.

January has been a tough month for many
communities with the fires in Victoria and at the
same time we have flooding in North Queensland.
Lions have been actively involved in helping those
that have been affected by these disasters. Thank
you to all the Clubs who have donated so far.
There will be more requests for assistance, so it
is comforting to know we have funds available to
be able to support those in need.

It is nearly that time where Clubs need to have
their Nominations in place for next year’s Board.
There may be someone out there that would like
to take on a role but feels that it might be too
much for them or that they don’t know enough to
do the job. Some people just need a little
encouragement so keep your options open and
see who may be willing to step forward. If a
position seems too big for one person, consider
sharing the role, splitting it up, with two people
doing parts of it. We have plenty of support in the
District including Club development days where
questions are answered and the many roles are
explained.

I hope the start of the new year brings many
adventures for you and your Club. Let’s get back
to what do we best, serving our community with
a smiile.

Until next month.

Keep Smiling

Narelle
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Lions District 201Q3 Convention
Pack your bags for paradise!

Set sail for fun, friendship, and inspiration.
e When: 2 — 4 October 2026: Mark your calendar for a memorable getaway.
e  Where: Bribie Island — your tropical playground with swaying palms and sandy shores!

e Theme: “Cruise to Bribie” — wear your brightest shirts, leis, and beach hats!

All Lions, Leos, partners and friends are invited.
Experience quality guest speakers, service workshops, island entertainment,

and endless opportunities to celebrate together!

@ Book your spot — don’t miss the boat! @

Registration available soon!
Pack your sunnies and join us where the palm trees meet the sea.

Let’s make a splash together on Bribie!
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BLACKALL RANGE CLUB
NEWS

After a quiet couple of weeks over Christmas,
Blackall Range Lions have hit the ground
running and been very visible in our
community in mid-January. Restoration
work is being undertaken on a Mapleton bus
shelter to allow water to drain from the floor
after rain, replace some rotted timbers, and
to give it fresh paint job. When work is
completed, a local art group will brighten it
up by creating murals for the walls.

We’ve given our Community Kindergarten a
new section of flooring ready for the start of
the school year. Quite a large section had
shown signs of rot after leakage in recent
years allowed rain to get in. As is often the
case, once work began further problem areas
were  discovered, resulting in  the
replacement of some uprights. The Kindy
Committee is very grateful to our Club.

Our third task was to wash down the
Montville school bell tower to remove mould
that had built up over the six years since the
Club had carried out restoration work. The
restoration was the first sizable project our
Club carried out and was begun when we
were still a Branch Club. The added paved
area and seating also received a clean-up,
freshening up the area for the return to
school.

The bell tower itself is only about forty-five
years old, but the bell housed there was
donated in 1896 by a former plantation
owner who used it to mark days’ end and
lunch breaks for his Kanaka workers.

In these days of electronic bells, the old bell
is only rung for special events, such as the
closing ceremony of each year when
departing year six students each give the
rope a tug.

Book packs have been purchased for families
in need. We've done ‘a Bunnings’ and have
accepted a BBQ request to assist with
Australia Day ceremonies, but the three
practical projects above have done much to
remind locals that their Lions Club is active
in their community and to increase the

amount of goodwill it enjoys.
Lion Marcia Jensen

Lion Ann Coffey
Lions Club of Bracken Ridge Central
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CABINET
SECRETARY
DANIELLE’S

REPORT

I hope the year has started well for you and
your Club as we move into February.

February is typically one of the hottest
months of the year across our District, and I
encourage all Clubs to continue promoting
fire safety and personal wellbeing during this
period, particularly when planning outdoor
activities and events.

Business Matters

Club Elections

With the next Lions year approaching, Clubs
should now be giving consideration to officer
elections. Planning early helps ensure a
smooth transition and supports continuity
within Clubs.

Clubs are encouraged to:

e Review their Club Constitution and
By-Laws so members are familiar with
nomination and election procedures

e Encourage members to consider
leadership roles and support those
who are willing to nominate

e Provide clear and timely notice of
nomination deadlines, election dates
and voting processes

For Clubs that have adopted the District
Constitution, the following requirements

apply:

e A nomination meeting must be held
prior to 31 March

e Atleast 14 days’ notice must be given
of nomination and election meetings,
including the positions to be filled

e An election meeting must be held no
later than 15 April

e Newly elected officers must be entered
into the Lions Portal and advised to
the District Cabinet Secretary within
15 days of the election.

It is important to remember that we will be
accessing your officer information from the
Lions Portal so please ensure all information
is correct including your officers personal
contact details. Lions Australia also asks that
we enter the details as soon as possible to
ensure they can prepare next year’s MD
Directory in time.

Upcoming Events

Clubs across our District are planning events,
fellowship nights, and community activities -
whether for service, social connection, or
fundraising. I encourage you to share your
event calendars with the District Newsletter
Editor (PDG Beverley Bates) so we can
promote and support one another.

A reminder that Lions on Safari will be held
throughout March, with the aim of raising
awareness of Lions and the work we do in our
communities. Bunnings has partnered with
Lions for this initiative, providing Clubs with
a valuable opportunity to engage with the
public. Clubs are encouraged to consider how
they may participate.

Looking further ahead, don’t forget to mark
your diaries for the Lions Australia MD 201
National Convention, taking place 22-25 May
2026 in Adelaide — a wonderful opportunity
for learning, networking, and celebrating our
service.

Final Words

As Cabinet Secretary, my role is to support
you. If your Club faces challenges, needs
resources, or seeks guidance, please do not
hesitate to reach out.
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SERVICE wtia SMILE

Here we are at the start of a new calendar year
and halfway through the Lions year. It’s a good
time to reflect on the impact our Clubs’ service
has had throughout our District and to pause
and review our progress in service impact. It is
a time to re-new our commitment to service.

Reporting service is important. Thank you to
the fifty-four Clubs (84% of Clubs in our
District) who have been reporting their service
this year.

To be reported, service does not have to raise a
large amount of funds or benefit a large group.
Simple one on one assistance should still be
reported.

4% Lion Portal

Why report?

* Reporting allows a Club’s work to be
recognised by a wider audience. Your
reported projects can be reviewed
around the District and in fact, around
the World. Your Club can impact and
inspire other Clubs to embrace new
causes and serve in new ways.

e Reporting strengthens your Club’s story.
Saying your Club contributed 1, 156
volunteer hours last year is more
powerful than simply saying your Club
serves the community.

e Reporting can inform  decisions.
Documented achievements can reveal
what is working and what isn’t. Perhaps
your prostate cancer education project
is growing in attendance, but your major
fundraiser is shrinking. A review of past
service reports can help the Club make
better decisions and set realistic goals.

* Reporting gives you increased visibility
when partnering with other community
groups. Service records provide tangible
evidence of your Club’s effectiveness.

High levels of reporting are a sign of a healthy
Club and District. They give us another thing to
be proud of. Knowing that Lions around the
world served, say, 250 million people, is an
achievement we can take pride in.

Need help with Reporting? Contact Alan Brooks
or Marcia Jensen. We are always happy to help.

WEEKS of SERVICE

The third of our weeks of service is April 18-26,
with Environment being the focus. Most Clubs
are already supporting this Global Cause, but
here are a few ideas if youd like to try
something new.

e Green Canopy Project: aims to have
planted lmillion trees by June 2027. An
opportunity to pair with local councils
and Landcare groups.

e Demonstration Gardens: Plant a garden
featuring native plant species.

e School gardens and Composting. Work
with a local school to establish or
expand a kitchen garden and set up a
composting program in conjunction with
it.

e Recycling Drive: Collect old mobile
phones and donate them - e.g. DV
Connect puts old phones to good use.

e Meet monthly to clean up a park / beach
/ roadside area.

e Hold a photographic competition with an
environmental
awareness.

theme to raise

Marcia Jensen (Blackall Range)
District Service Team
0458 622 337; marciajOl@hotmail.com




HEARING

awareness week

We hope 2026 is now well underway for you and that your Club has
settled back into the rhythm of a New Year.

As always, we are grateful to have Lions across Australia alongside us. February provides an
important opportunity to focus on hearing awareness in the lead up to Hearing Awareness
Week and World Hearing Day on 3rd March.

Hearing loss is a cause deeply connected to the work of Lions Assistance Dogs as it marks our
founding program that we commenced with back in 1980. Hearing loss affects a significant
number of Australians and, without the right support, can lead to isolation and reduced
confidence in everyday life. Through education, early intervention, and access to the right
resources, we can help reduce these impacts and provide security and independence for
individuals and families.

Lions Assistance Dogs is proud to train Hearing Assistance Dogs that alert their recipients to
vital common sounds such as doorbells, alarms, and phones, while also aiding in
independence and security.

Alongside this work, we encourage Lions Clubs to engage with hearing health resources
available through audiology providers, community organisations, and local services, helping
to spread awareness within your communities.

As we look ahead, we encourage you to mark National Hearing Dog Day on 19th April on your
calendar. A day created by Lions Assistance Dogs, it affords opportunities to raise awareness,
spark conversations, and celebrate the life-changing impact of Hearing Assistance Dogs.

Thank you for your continued support and commitment. If you have any questions or would
like more information, please contact us at:
development@lionsassistancedogs.com.au

Belinda Henschke
Operations Director | Lions Assistance Dogs
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RING PULLS AND LIONS — WANTING
MORE?

In May 2025, I offered the story of Charles Dickens,
where Oliver wanted ‘more’ because he had a need for
‘more’. Lions in their Service activities within their
communities want ‘more’, maybe not food like Oliver,
however they want to do more, to be engaged more, to
achieve more.

The Containers for Change program allows Lions and other community groups the
opportunity to fundraise and also play a significant part in removing large quantities of
recyclable items from land fill to a better use. There is a two pronged approach which many
Lions Clubs joining the program to support the environment and to be part of the recycling
for good.

However Lions Clubs specifically are looking at the aluminium cans and the added benefit of
collecting the can and the ring pull. The can is worth 10c with or without the ring pull, so
Lions Clubs can value add (want more) by removing the ring pull, store in a bag/box etc and
then send along to a district cabinet meeting where the bag/box will be collected. When all
the different bags of ring pulls are added together and taken to the metal recycler, the cash
value is donated to the Lions Medical research Foundation (LMRF).

Historically, the ring pull collections were used to support the Lions Spinal Cord
Fellowship. However, the Fellowship advised that their focus and needs had changed, and
donations were no longer sought.

District Q3, wishing to maintain a medical focus for the collections, adopted the Lions
Medical Research Foundation as their collections funding focus. The LMRF supports a
number of enterprising and active researchers who are making significant advances in their
various medical fields.

Lions, the collection of the ring pulls is a great Service project. Collector of cans still receive
their 10c from recyclers, and then the added value of the recycling of the aluminium ring
pull. During the last year, Q3 had approx. 320kg of ring pulls that were converted to cash
for LMRF. This quantity is rising with wider engagement by Clubs and communities.

Is your Club collecting and is your Club saving the ring pulls. Want more? Be a value adder.

PCC Rodd Chignell
Ring Pull Collector
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FOR LIONS MEDICAL RESEARCH!

W ﬂ W 2026

Ready to ditch the dull and embrace the dazzling? We're calling on you to unleash your
most outrageous shirt and join us in supporting the future of medical discovery!

Why loud shirts? Because they symbolize the bold, innovative thinking that drives early-
career researchers to push the boundaries of science. Just like the vibrant patterns on your
shirt, these researchers are breaking new ground in medicine.

Since 1963, LMRF has been a beacon of hope, funding fifty-four pioneering researchers,
including luminaries like Emeritus Professor Ian Frazer (co-inventor of the HPV vaccine).
We're also committed to nurturing the next generation by supporting regional and remote
high school students through the SPARQ-ed program at TRI.

Join us in making a difference! Put on your most vibrant shirt, snap a photo, and donate
to help us "Get Loud" for Lions Medical Research.

How to Participate
eCampaign Period: January to March 2026
eWear loud shirts to meetings, service events or fundraisers
eTake photos (individuals, groups, or whole clubs)
eSubmit up to 3 photos per entry for a $50 donation. Donation to District activities
account using LOUD & your Club name as the reference, photos to Cabinet
Secretary by 31 March 2026.
oClubs may enter multiple sets of 3 photos

Consent Form

eInclude consent form for individuals under 18
https:/ /lionsclubs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/08 /PHOTO-RELEASE-
FORM-2021.pdf

eShare photos on your Club's Facebook page using #LetsGetLoudForLMRF

Lion Bernadette Craig
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LioOonNs

of thre e

Schools are now open and our Clubs are sorting their finals our if they haven’t been completed.
We had six Clubs host their finals last year. This may be something to look at for the next year.
Some schools may become involved in the program if they can participate at the end of the
year when there isn’t as much on for the students. We have twenty-six Clubs participating in
our Youth of the Year program but would accept a few more if you are interested. Let me know

if you would like some information. So far, our Club judging dates are as follows:

Club Club final date Club Club final date
Toowoomba 30 August 2025 Bribie Island 23 October 2025
Highfields & NE Downs 10 November 2025 Toowoomba Wilsonton 12 November 2025
Pittsworth 12 November 2025 Albany Creek 15 November 2025

Brisbane Metropolitan **

12 February 2026

North Lakes

12 February 2026

Chinchilla

18 February 2026

Redcliffe Central

19 February 2026

Golden Valley Keperra

19 February 2026

Sandstone Point

19 February 2026

Brisbane Oxley Sherwood

21 February 2026

Esk **

21 February 2026

Dalby 21 February 2026 Lake Currimundi Kawana 23 February 2026
Brisbane Bunya 22 February 2026 Caloundra 28 February 2026
Ashgrove The Gap 24 February 2026 Kallangur 28 February 2026
Caloundra West 28 February 2026 Roma ** TBA
Ipswich 28 February 2026 Brisbane Inner North TBA
Brisbane Bramble Bay TBA Maleny Blackall Range TBA
Correct as at 20 January 2025 ** Registration in Progress
Region and District Finals
Region Club Date Location
Region 1 (zones 1&2) Dalby 14 March 2026 Dalby Lions Den

Region 2 (zones 3&4)
Region 3 (zones 5&6)
Region 4 (zones 7&8)
Region 5 (zones 9&10)
Region 6 (zones 11&12)
District Pittsworth

Highfields TBA

Brisbane Bunya 21 March 2026

18 April 2026 Pittsworth Function
Centre/Pittsworth Motor
inn

Venues for Zone and Region Finals. We still need a few more Clubs to host our region finals.
If you are in the zones above that don’t have a host Club, please think about hosting one.

Details of these finals will be advised as soon as I know.

The District final will be held on Saturday, 18 April 2026. The Lions Club of Pittsworth has
graciously accepted to host our District final. Interviews will be held in the Pittsworth Function
Centre and the public speaking and dinner will be held at the Pittsworth Motor Inn. More
details to come.

For information or if you have any questions, please contact me via email at
narellegluer.yoty@gmail.com or by phone on 0402140709.
Looking forward to working with you on this fabulous program.

Thank you
DG Narelle Gluer
District 201 Q3

11
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EATUP AUSTRALIA AND
LIONS CLUB OF HIGHFIELDS
NORTH EASTERN DOWNS

Club Coordinator, PDG Rob Craig OAM, met
with the Woolies Store Manager, Wayne
Richardson in arranging the LIONS Club of
Highfields North Eastern Downs entering into
partnership with EAT UP Australia and the
local Woolworths Supermarket.

Generally, twice a school term, cheese
toasties are prepared and distributed to
schools in the area which have registered for
deliveries.

EAT UP is now Australia's only organisation
providing free lunches for students on a
national scale.

Their sustainable approach is thanks to
ongoing donations of bread and materials to
make cheese "toasties" for students who
present to school without a breakfast at home
of having something to eat during the day.

There is NO CHARGE to the school or students
it is a community service from LIONS
Clubs.

Students who miss out on meals are prone to
have poorer physical health, increased fatigue,
poor nutrition, and struggle to learn,
concentrate and succeed at school.

The initial delivery will occur twice a term
commencing next week to Highfields State
Secondary College, Geham State School and
Oakey High School.

Sandwiches are prepared at the Club's Den at
Cabarlah, prepared by Club members, and
delivered courtesy of Club Members to the
schools.

LIONS out and about providing a Community
Service on the Downs.

PDG Rob Craig OAM
Sandwiches for Kids Co-ordinator
Lions Club of Highfields North Eastern Downs




i Lion Portal

LQigs

FRrROM THE DESK OF THE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

This was posted on the Facebook Lions Portal Forum on 14 January 2026 by Elizabeth
Huskey who is the Lions International Portal Administrator. It is Elizabeth’s voice that you
hear on all the training videos.

“If anyone has a Microsoft email account such as yahoo, outlook, msn, hotmail etc., and were
having trouble receiving Lion Portal emails such as verification codes or password resets,
please try again. An issue was found with a vendor platform that we just resolved,”

I know that many Bigpond account holders have not been able to register for the portal, let’s
hope that this is no longer the case.

I find the Portal Forum very useful for gaining additional and updated information on the
Lions Portal.

A question asked yesterday by one of MD201 Global Service Team Coordinator’s also applies
to our District.

“While searching the Service Activities insights section of the Lions Portal for our District I have
located 150 draft reports. Many were entered before this Lions year, so the system will not
allow them to be edited/saved/reported. I know they can be deleted individually. Is there a
method to delete the unwanted reports in bulk?

Elizabeth Huskey replied: “The best thing to do with old draft service activities is to delete
them one at a time. There is no bulk delete method at this time”

Please contact me if:

1. You need help to register for the Portal
2. You have unwanted draft service activities from last Lions year, as I will be deleting
them in the next few months.

Barkhara

Dorvice %w DImite Lloads to Dhnccess.




GLOBAL EXTENSION TEAM

This month, I would like to
highlight some of the various
types of Lions Clubs that
exist.

The aim of all lions Clhibs is to
bring together a group of service-minded
individuals who want to improve their
community and meet locally on a regular
basis. All Lions Clubs need to have a
Signature Activity project.

Most existing Clubs are ‘Traditional” and are
based on a geographic territory.

Special Interest Lions Clubs cater for people
with a specific interest and focus on an
element that potential members have in
common. MD201 has a couple of “all abilities”
Clubs and several ethnic based Clubs.

Virtual Clubs (or on-line Clubs) conduct
some or all Club meetings remotely, over the
phone or via the internet. This allows a more
widely distributed group of Club members to
plan and implement service projects with
ease, and it’s a great fit for those with busy
schedules.

This format is great for the likes of the
Australian Motorhoming Club and Licola
Wilderness Lodge Club.

The key point here is that On-line Clubs
usually have a single Service Project (Licola
working-bees) or mnone at all like the
Motorhoming one where they go along and
help Lions Clubs in the towns that they visit.

Points to consider: Existing Clubs may also
embrace and implement “virtual” meeting
options.

Campus Lions Clubs are designed for
students of higher-education institutions,
helping them build leadership skills while
creating a shared commitment to service.

To charter a Campus Club, a minimum of
twenty members is required, with no more
than five non-students.

Points to consider: Campus Lions Clubs must
receive approval from campus management,
as they operate within the educational
institution.

Matters to Consider When considering
forming a new Club or Club Branch...

7

s Is there a specific community need to be
addressed?

% What other community organisations
already operate in the area?

+ If a Lions Club previously existed:
o Why did it fold and when?

o What has changed to make a new Club
succeed now?

o Has the Lions Brand been negatively
impacted locally?

s Are there strong Sponsors in the
Community?
s Are there potential members in the

community:

o Early retirees?

o Former Lions?

o Former Apexians, Rotarians or
members of other community groups?

v Is there an experienced and committed
Liaison Officer?

% Is there strong support from:
o The parent Club?
o The adjacent Lions Clubs?

The new Club or Club Branch Must...

7
0.0

Involve and excite the new Lions

7
0.0

Build an Inclusive and Welcoming service-
focused culture.

¢

+ Engage specialist help as required — JUST
ASK

For more information about new Clubs, please
go to https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/about-
us/our-membership/membership-club-types

Remember. 1 am here to help -
Just Ask — and I will be happy to
assist you.

Peter Jensen - DET Coordinator
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LEO NEWS IN DISTRICT 201Q3
Leo Club Advisors

Each Leo Club should have at least one Leo
Club Advisor who is a member of the
sponsoring Lions Club. The Leo Club Advisor
or another member of the sponsoring Lions
Club should attend all meetings and activities
of the Leo Club. For our school-based Leo
Clubs, there should also be a member of the
school staff who is the School Coordinator for
the Leo Club and whose role is to liaise with
the school in conjunction with the Leo Club
executive

Leo Club Reporting

It is important that membership and service
reporting is kept up to date in the Lions
Portal. The Leo Club Advisor, the Leo Club
President and Secretary, and the President
and Secretary of the sponsoring Lions Club all
have reporting access for the Portal. My
personal preference for our Alpha Leo Clubs
is for the Leo Club Advisor to be responsible
for all reporting due to privacy concerns with
under 18-year-olds. However, I would expect
that the President and Secretary of an Omega
Leo Club to be responsible for all reporting for
their Club.

I would also appreciate if each Leo Club could
report to me regularly, including details of
membership numbers and service and other
activities undertaken.

Leo Club Advisor Training

I am planning to hold a Leo Club Advisor
Training Day in the next two or three months.
We have not had any such training in recent
times, and we have two new Clubs which have
been recently chartered, with another
prospective Club as well. I am hoping to have
our District Child-Safe Officer, PDG Donna
Hedges and our District Administrator,
Barbara Matthews assist with the training,
specifically with regards to Child Safety and
Risk Management, and the Lions Portal. Date,
time, and venue will be advised later.

Date Claimer

PDG Donna Hedges and I have set a tentative
date of Saturday 28 March for an afternoon tea
event to celebrate the 30t Anniversary of the
Mitchelton State High School Leo Club. If
anyone has contact details for any past
members of the Leo Club, could you please let
Donna or me know?

John Creagh
District LEO Chair 2025-2026

WHERE THERE’S A LION,
THERE’S A LEO

The St Johns Anglican College Leos did an
amazing job supporting the Lions Club of
Forest Lake at the recent Bunnings BBQ at the
newly rebuilt Oxley megastore!

Their efforts to step up and ensure the event's
success, especially when some of our Lions
volunteers had medical requirements, truly
highlight the Leos’ spirit of teamwork and
community service.

It’s inspiring to see young people like the Leos
making a difference and embodying the motto,
"Where there’s a Lion, there’s a Leo."

Well done to everyone involved!

Lion April Lindel
Leo Advisor for

St Johns Anglican
College
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OUR NEWEST LIONS FAMILY
MEMBERS

A big welcome to the following new Lions
who recently joined us. We all hope you
enjoy your Lions experience.

Blackall Range Rhonda Gourlay

Kilcoy Tahnia Greenough

1'm your ro-usabl®

Zero Waste Warrior Bag

me..
Whan you flll me up, you help

« save small waste from 1andfilt

* provide employmunt for

adults living with a disabllivy

« make a reol difference

for the onvironment

www.lidsdkids.org.au

ATTENTION LIONS CLUBS COLLECTING
COLOURED PLASTIC LIDS.

Our Q3 District is not collecting coloured
plastic lids. If your Club is collecting, or
your Club wants to start collecting, check
out the website for LIDS 4 KIDS.

Please note especially, with your lid
collections, YOU MUST:

e Wash clean and dry the lid,
e Remove any filler piece in lid and

e Send to LIDS 4 KIDS.
PCC Rodd Chignell

MEMBERSHIP AND ACTIVITY
REPORT

Our total membership number this month is one
thousand four hundred and fifteen.

Since the last report:

e 2 new members
e 4 members dropped (1 deceased).

That gives us a net loss of 2 members this month
(a gain of 12 year to date). Our retention rate for
retaining members for 12 months is currently
57.1% for new members and 87.1% overall.

Service Activities This Year

¢ Lions Clubs Reporting Service — 86% (54 of 63
Clubs).

¢ LEO Clubs Reporting Service — 29% (2 of 7 Clubs)
¢ Total for District — 80%

® People Served-177,368 (125 people per member)
e Activities Completed — 1,460

¢ Childhood Cancer — 59

¢ Diabetes — 20

¢ Disaster Relief - 11

® Environment - 101

® Hunger — 90

® Humanitarian — 752

® Vision - 63

® Youth - 117

e Administration — 242

e Volunteer Hours — 57,596

¢ LCIF Donations — 11,867 US Dollars
¢ Funds Raised — 451,500 US Dollars

¢ Funds Donated — 218,935 US Dollars

Babowuww
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MELYIN JONES FELLOW

THE CHANCE TO RECOGNISE
YOUR MEMBERS

Don’t miss the chance to put a member/s
name in the blank spot on the Melvin Jones
Fellowship plaque above. Recognising your
members for their outstanding contribution
to the community, your Club or our
organisation is a key part of retention of our
members and reflects the support of our
Foundation and the outstanding work it is
doing in Australia and around the world.

Now, with Club elections around the corner,
is the time to consider your support of the
Foundation and the ways you might
acknowledge those who deserve the
recognition.

Any questions concerning the MJF
fellowships or Progressive MJF fellowships,
your Club’s instalment balance or how you
and your Club can support the Foundation
please contact me.

Lion Kevin Hedges

201Q3 LCIF Coordinator
kevhedges@optusnet.com.au
Ph: 0437088868

Lions Clubs International

FOUNDATION

KINDNESS MATTERS

December 2025 St Johns Anglican College
Leo’s visited Kev Hooper Park, Inala where
meals are served every Friday to the
homeless.

Leo’s, school teacher Mrs Macarena who has
lived in Australia for two years and myself
experienced how difficult the homeless life is.

Project Co-ordinator Margarita Aunei-Stowes
welcomed us and couldn’t believe however
kind the Lions Club was with the rugs.

Many different stories shared however Liza
Aokuso mentioned she was homeless with her
two children and is now in a share house,
renting one room for her and two children.
Liza moved in on Saturday and the share
house burnt down on the Sunday which was
on Channel 7 news.

Great experience for all as kindness matters.

I would like to thank the Lions Club of Forest
Lake and especially Kallangur Lions and
Ipswich Redbank Ladies Auxiliary for their
generous donation of Love Rugs and Leo’s for
all the food items.

Leo Advisor
Lion April Lindel
St Johns Anglican College
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CAKE & MINT PORTFOLIO
February 2026
Cakes:

Happy New Year to all and I think it would be
safe to say that the busy, chaotic period with
our Cake selling is behind us. Although do keep
an eye out for any opportunity to sell the stock
that you are holding.

Orders come in from time to time and if I get
any calls I will continue to send them your way,
to the closest Club to the request.

I have the final report from 2025 sales and
whilst it is a little disappointing to be pipped at
the post by Western Australia, our Clubs in Q3
should still be very proud of the end result we
had, again we surpassed last year’s figures by
eighty-one cartons, we have sold into homes
this year 6806 cartons of Cakes and Puddings.
What a mammoth effort by all, congratulations
on a job very well done.

To break that down a little further we did —

Ctns Individual Items
1160  Minis 52200
1518  1.0kg Cakes 18216
2863  1.5kg Cakes 22904
463 400gm Pudds 5556
802 900gm Pudds 9624
6806 Totals 108600

Thank you all for your dedication to this project
and for your hard work and time that you give
to your Club and the District for this terrific
effort.

Be rest assured we will bounce back this year
and beat WA they may have 21 more Clubs than
we have, they only beat us marginally, so with
a little more thought and creativity I am sure we
can do it, what do you think ????

As soon as I know anything concrete about the
Gluten Free Cakes, I will pass that on to you all,
I am hopeful that they will be in our range from
this year, unless there is a hold up with
packaging and then we may have to wait until
2027, fingers crossed we can get it done.

NGIATUL N
BRARA RS

Many hands make it work

Mints:

Mints what can [ say, I am still led to believe
that deliveries are still coming through and
they are diligently working on all back orders
to clear them from their warehouse.

I believe that we may still have Clubs waiting
on orders. I have been in contact with Dollar
Sweets, they are looking into all of the
outstanding Q3 orders, so hopefully I will hear
some positive very soon as to what is
happening.

This is the latest comment from CEO of Dollar
Sweets -

“Yes, we had a challenging back half of
2025. The good news is that we now have
stock and are back sending out orders.”

As you can see from this latest comment, if you
only received part of your original orders then
the missing stock should be following shortly,
fingers crossed.

I think at least for the immediate future we
could still have a bit of a challenge on our
hands with Mints.

I can tell you that it will be on the agenda at
the next Council of Governors meeting, so we’ll
wait to hear what eventuates from that
meeting.

I will of course keep you up to date with the
outcome.

Until next time please do take care and
remember that [ am here to assist you and if
you would like me to visit your Club, I am
happy to do that too, call me. Now is the time
for preparation and planning for a bumper year
this year.

Do not forget to rotate any stock you have by

date, keep it up and dry and out of the way of
any bugs, geckos etc. that might be lurking.

i @} e @%/1/% (PDG)

District Q3 ]
Cake and Mint Chairman -
0477 212 242

dkave smith52@outlook.com
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AROUND THE WORLD WITH LIONS

THE SIXTIETH IN A SERIES OF ARTICLES SOURCED BY LION LYN PYSDEN

LIONS EFFORT AIDS NEVW LIFE FLIGHT AIR AMBULANCE TAKE OFF.

More than sixty Lions Clubs from across New Zealand have banded together in a remarkable
national, fundraising effort, raising $500,000 for Life Flight, - the result of more than three years
of sausage sizzles, quiz nights, book fairs and community events from Kaikohe to Canterbury and
Greymouth.

The funds will cover a major cockpit upgrade for Life Flight fifth air ambulance — a state-of-the-
art intensive care aircraft now in service, designed to transport critically ill and injured patients
nationwide.

The aircraft upgrade comes at a critical time. Life Flight has seen sustained growth in demand -
flying more than 1,600 patients last year — and the new air ambulance will boost capacity and
resilience, particularly for people in rural and remote areas.

The project was spearheaded by the Waikanae Lions Club, who rallied support from sixty other
Clubs across the country. Waikanae Lions would also like to acknowledge the huge financial
support provided by The Lloyd Morgan Lions Clubs Charitable Trust, and Lions Clubs
International Foundation. For Lions New Zealand, the campaign reflects their long-standing
commitment to community health and their belief in the power of collective action.

“This has been one of the most rewarding projects we have ever undertaken, “says PDG Simon
Williams of Waikanae Lions Club’s involvement.

“Lions Clubs exist to serve — and what better way to serve than helping save lives in every corner
of Aotearoa? We’re immensely proud of what our members and communities have achieved
together.”

The campaign included a diverse range of events across the motu, including a Lions garden trail,
Royal New Zealand Air Force Band Concert, and more. Dugdale Trust and Greytown Lions Club
partnered and did a complete house renovation. The proceeds from the sale of the property were
subsequently donated.

Life Flight Chief Executive Mark Johnston says
the cockpit upgrade is critical. “This gift means
that our pilots will have the tools they need to
navigate safely, especially in poor weather or
unfamiliar areas. It’s a lifesaving difference.”

The new aircraft, which completed its maiden
flight on August 19 this year, is stationed at Life
Flight’s Wellington airbase and is the charity’s
expanding aeromedical fleet.

An extract from Lions New Zealand Magazine
Spring 2025
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Lions
Eye Health Program

Australia

Experts warn millions of Australian
children could have undiagnosed
vision problems

Aussie parents are being encouraged to make eye
tests a priority with research suggesting more
than 25% of schoolchildren have been diagnosed
with Myopia in Australia, an increase of 9% since
2018.

Despite the significant growth in short-sightedness, The Child Myopia Working Group’s latest
report suggests undiagnosed cases could run into the millions, with research suggesting that
30% of Aussie children have never had an eye test in their life, and 60% of parents not even
knowing what the condition means in terms of impaired long-distance vision.

Optometrists are constantly saying that undetected Myopia could significantly impact a child’s
ability to learn and develop both physically and socially.

Telltale signs include squinting, irritability or watery eyes. Annual eye checks are an essential
part of a child’s regular health checks regardless of how things appear, and should start before
they begin school or as recommended by their health practitioner.

The trap many parents fall into is waiting until there
is an obvious issue, when a simple eye test could
have picked up the problem in its early stages, before
it started to impact on a child’s education.

Myopia can often be addressed with prescription
glasses or contact lenses.

Lion Geoff Moor
District Vision Chair




‘ GLOBAL CAUSE ... HUNGER ‘

, LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL
JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST

HUNEREE

F Ln.R. Kmar, chennai Perém"et club
324 1C

This poster was on Facebook and | believe it to be very powerful. Many Clubs
within our District are doing just this — feeding the Hungry. Thankyou.

Jenny Tate
Hunger Chairman
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(@ ‘ GLOBAL CAUSE ... ENVIRONMENT‘ (")

02/02/2026 is World Wetlands Day: Different types of wetlands act in different
ways before, during and after disasters to help lessen their impact and enable communities to
bounce back:

* Blue carbon ecosystems — specifically coastal wetlands such as mangroves, seagrasses and
salt marshes — continuously take up atmospheric carbon dioxide and store large amounts in
soils and sediments. They also buffer coastlines from rising sea levels and storm surges.

e Traditional burning techniques, seasonal migrations and land-use patterns are examples of
climate-smart practices deeply embedded in cultural knowledge.

* Practices such as pruning, weeding, reseeding and traditional burning have helped maintain
wetlands, secure access to culturally important plant species, and prevent large-scale fires.

e The restoration gap for peatlands and mangroves alone has been estimated at $316 billion
by 2050 and for coastal wetlands, between $27 and $37 billion annually.

* Restoring and protecting blue carbon ecosystems is a powerful, nature-based way to mitigate
and adapt to climate change.

15/02/2026 is World Whale Day: It takes place on the third Sunday in February.

That means that it’s on a different date every year. It’s celebrated on that same Sunday all
around the world.

Eight facts about whales:

1.There are two different types of whales. Baleen whales filter krill and plankton from the
water while toothed whales eat larger animals such as fish and squid.

2.Whales can pass on ‘culture’ to other whales in the form of behaviours and songs.
3.Whales are highly agile in water. The Beluga whale can even swim backwards.

4.Whales need to surface to breathe. They can drown if they get caught in fishing nets or
plastic waste in the ocean.

S5.Some whales, such as the Bowhead whale, can live for over 200 years.

6.Whales play an essential role in keeping the oceans healthy and mitigating the effects of
climate change.

7.While commercial whaling used to be the biggest danger to whales, entanglement,
pollution, and ship strikes pose the largest threats in modern times.

8.Visiting a whale world heritage site is the best way to responsibly and sustainably watch
whales in the wild.

Lion Garry J Bates JP (Qual)
Environment Chair 201Q3 ... 2025-2026
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https://www.worldanimalprotection.org/our-campaigns/wildlife/innovative-solutions/whale-heritage-sites/

